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structure of society in the Old South. A woman's
place was the home. As a girl she might live for en-
joyment and spend her time in a round of visits, but
she was expected to give up frivolity of all sorts
when she married. Society in the South was al-
most entirely the concern of the unmarried. Worn-,
en seldom took a prominent part in any organi-
zation, and a woman speaking in public was re-
garded as a great curiosity. Not so many years
ago the missionary society, and perhaps the par-
sonage aid society, were almost the only organiza-
tions in which women took a part. In recent years
church and educational organizations have mul-
tiplied, and today there are numerous women's
clubs devoted to many different objects. South-
ern women are active in civic leagues, associated
charities, and other forms of community endeavor;
they are prominent in various patriotic societies;
and there are many suffrage societies. Where the
laws permit, women are members of school boards;
they often head organizations of teachers com-
posed of both men and women, and at least one
woman has been chosen mayor of a town.

Women have done more than the men to keep
alive in the South the memories of the past. Per-
haps because the women of the older generation